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aBsTRacT

Reflection is often viewed as a specific intrapersonal process of epistemological questioning, but this 

is by necessity only part of the phenomenon. I will here argue for a critique of reflection and vanity in 

the social sciences by way of an inquiry into the academic economy. By recasting this as a hybrid 

phenomena, and then showing how such a reading can be used to reflect on the nature of reflection 

in academic work, I try to outline a project of developing a post-moralizing social science.
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a PRelUDe

Almost five thousand years agone, there were pilgrims walking to the Celestial City, as 

these two honest persons are: and Beelzebub, Apollyon, and Legion, with their compan-

ions, perceiving by the path that the pilgrims made, that their way to the city lay through 

this town of Vanity, they contrived here to set up a fair; a fair wherein, should be sold all 

sorts of vanity, and that it should last all the year long: therefore at this fair are all such 

merchandise sold, as houses, lands, trades, places, honours, preferments, titles, countries, 

kingdoms, lusts, pleasures, and delights of all sorts, as whores, bawds, wives, husbands, 
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children, masters, servants, lives, blood, bodies, souls, silver, gold, pearls, precious stones, 

and what not. 

And, moreover, at this fair there is at all times to be seen juggling cheats, games, 

plays, fools, apes, knaves, and rogues, and that of every kind. 

– j��n Buny�an, The Pilgrim’s Progress

W�at i� ��fl��t�d in ��fl��ti�n? in t�� gaz� �� vanity�, ��i�� i� t�� gaz� �� t�� �n� ��fl��ting, ��at 

i� ���n? R�fl��ti�n in ���ial �tudi��, a� it i� u�ually� di��u���d, �a� p��ulia�ly� �n�ug� al�ay�� m�ant 

�n� �� t�� t�ing�; m�t��d�l�gy� �� aut�-bi�g�ap�y�� in t�� ���m�� �a��, ��fl��ti�n �a� b���m�

��m�t�ing �� a m�ta-m�t��d�l�gy�, an inv��ati�n �� d�ubt t�at �a� ��t�n tak�n �n an alm��t �itu-

ali�ti� ai� – a ��i�lp��l �� ��ntinu�u� �x���tati�n� t� t�ink �v��y�t�ing t���ug� ju�t �n� m��� tim�,

�l���ly� att�nding t� t�� p���ibility� t�at ��m��n�, ��m������, �a� n�t y��t �ad t��i� �ubj��tivity�

p��p��ly� mull�d� in t�� latt��, ��fl��ti�n �a� b���m� a by����d ��� �v��m��� �x����iv� �x�ibiti�n�

�� a�ad�mi�� �all��ing in t��i� ��n ��l�-imp��tan��, in ��i�� p��pl� in t�� nam� �� ��fl��ti�n

�an �ngag� in ���mingly� �ndl��� diat�ib�� ��ga�ding t��i� ��n liv�� – ��m�t�ing y��u’d t�ink in-

t����t� �nly� t��m��lv��, i� t�at� n�t un�u�p�i�ingly�, ���n a�ad�mi�� b�andi�� t�� ���d ”��fl��-

ti�n”, many� ��udd�� and ��y� a�ay��

in t�� ��ll��ing, i �ill att�mpt t� d� ��m�t�ing �lig�tly� di�����nt, ��il�t �till k��ping t� t��

n�ti�n �� ��fl��ti�n� O�t�n, t�i� v��y� ���d i� tak�n alt�g�t��� t�� lit��ally�, �� t�at t�� ��fl��ti�n

�� ��i�� �� �p�ak i� und���t��d a� t�at �� a mi����� su�� a d�vi�� ��, y���, ��fl��ting �u��a���,

�bvi�u�ly� d��� ��m�t�ing t�at pl�a��� t�� av��ag� ����a�����, nam�ly� p��t�ay�� �im �� ��� an��,

and t�u� giv�� t�� ����a����� t�� p���ibility� t� ba�k in �i� �� ��� ��n gl��y� �n�� m���� R�fl��ti�n

i� t���ug� t�i� �l���ly� ��lat�d t� vanity�, and �� �an ���� ��� a ��nn��ti�n t� t�� �ay� in ��i��

slav�j Žiž�k (1993, 2000) �a� di��u���d t�� id��l�gi�al, a� t�� p�����mativ� a�p��t� �� id��l�gy�

�ill al�ay�� b�, in pa�t, an id�ntity�-p��j��t (��� al�� t�� di��u��i�n �n ”int��pa��ivity�” (Žiž�k

1998))� c�n��qu�ntly�, mu�� �� ��at i� ��itt�n in t�� nam� �� ��fl��ti�n i� ��itt�n t� gl��i�y� t��

��it��: ”s�� my� �ault�, my� mani��ld �� �ay��, my� ���l� d�lig�t�ul b�ing!” su�� blatant �x�ibiti�n-

i�m, ��m�tim�� �l�vat�d t� ���k� �� an �ddly� ��am�l��� a�t (����� t�� �illing �u�p�n�i�n ��

di�b�li�� i� abu��d ina�mu�� a� �� a�� �xp��t�d t� t�ink t�at t�� p����nal li��, n�t t� m�nti�n

t�� p����nal ���ling� �� t�� a�ad�mi� ��uld in any� �ay� b� int����ting t� t�� ��ading publi�), d���

����v�� di�t�a�t u� ���m t�� m��� imp��tant and t��ug�t-p��v�king a�p��t �� it all�

T� ��fl��t, i��� t� ��-�ngag� �it� ��m� m�d� �� t�inking �� �xp����i�n, i� at t�� �am� tim�

an a�t �� ��-��aming� ju�t a� a mi���� u��� availabl� lig�t t� t���� ba�k an imag� �� ��at’� in ���nt 

�� it, ��fl��ti�n �a�t� n�� lig�t �n ��m�t�ing, illuminat�� it ���m an�t��� angl�� T�i�, t��n, i� t��

�t��� a�p��t �� ��fl��ti�n – t�� l��� vain �n� – and it d�p�nd� m��� �n ��nding n�� �ay�� t� talk

ab�ut a �ubj��t t�an m���ly� ��p�ating t�� ���mulai� in��nit� ��g���� �� ”��fl��tiv� ��i�n��” a� an
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id�ntity� p��j��t� Ba�i�ally�, t�i� kind �� ��fl��ti�n d�p�nd� �n �u� ability� t� talk ab�ut a p��n�m-

�n�n �it�in a n�v�l ��am����k, making t�� �amilia� un�amilia�, and t�u� �timulat� a n�� �ay� t�

talk �� t�� p��n�m�n�n� su�� a p���p��tiv� i� �l��� t� t�� t�inking �� Ri��a�d R��ty�, ��� �a�

a�gu�d ��� t�� n�����ity� �� k��ping an ”i��ni�al” attitud� t��a�d� t�� v��abula�i�� �� u�� t� mak�

��n�� �� t�� ���ld, and �t�iv�� t� b��ak �it� b�t� t�� m�tap�y��i�al n�ti�n t�at a�tiviti�� �av�

�impli�ti� and ����ntial natu���, and t�� �g�i�ti�al id�a t�at t�� �pi�it �� ����a��� i� ��m���� t�

b� ��und �it�in t�� m�ntal �tat�� �� t�� ����a����� �����l� (��� R��ty� 1989)�

A ���a�ting �� t�i� kind ��uld �� ��u��� b��t b� a��i�v�d i� �� ��uld t�tally� b��ak �it� t��

a��u�t�m�d p�in�ipl�� �� ��n��-making, and ���at� a ���t �� v��tigin�u� ap��ia t�at ��uld �����

u� t� ��t�ink t�� v��y� ��undati�n �� t�� t�ing �� a�� ��fl��ting �n, �� t�� v��y� p���ibility� �� �u��

a ��undati�n� h���v��, t�i� i� ��ld�m p���ibl�� n�t �nly� i� t�� ���ati�n �� �u�� ��a�tu��� ���nd-

i��ly� di����ult, but t�� natu�� �� t�i� p������ i� �u�� t�at t�� b�tt�� �n� ��a�t� �u�� a ���a�ting, t��

l��� lik�ly� it i� t�at it �ill b� und���t��d and ��mp����nd�d� W� a�� t�u� �aug�t in a d�ubl� bind

– t�uly� imp��tant ��fl��ti�n� �ill n�t b� ���n a� ��fl��ti�n�, �����a� ��mp����n�ibl� ��fl��ti�n�

�ill al�ay��, t� a d�g���, b� plagu�d by� t��i� t�iviality�� c�n��qu�ntly�, any� att�mpt at ��fl�xivity�

n��d� t� ��fl��t �n t�� i��u�� �� vanity� (vanita� vanitatum, �t �mnia vanita�…) and t�iviality�, ��al-

izing t�at t���� �ill al�ay�� play� a pa�t in t�� a�t t�������

T�i� �aid, t�� ��ll��ing �ill b� an att�mpt t� ��fl��t �n (���ial ��i�n��) ����a��� by� ���a�ting

it� i �ill ���� di��u�� t�� ���n�mi� natu�� �� ����a���, a�guing t�at t�i� admitt�dly� �impl� ���a�t-

ing �an �till ���d ��m� lig�t �n t�� ��mpl�xiti�� �� t�� ����a��� li��� n��, by� di��u��ing ����a���

a� an ���n�mi�al a�tivity� i d� n�t �i�� t� ��du�� it, �v�n t��ug� t���� i� an a�p��t �� t�� ��l�-

�vid�nt t� t�i�, but �at��� �ant t� p�int �ut ��m� �� t�� p�������� t�at �xi�t in t�� ba�kg��und ��

�v�n t�� m��t ��fl��tiv� ����a���� W����a� m��t analy���� �� ����a��� l��k t� t�� ���ial and p��-

��nal a�p��t� t������, it i� quit� a�t�ni��ing t� ��aliz� t�at littl� att�nti�n �a� b��n paid t� t��

���n�mi� natu�� �� ����a���, pa�ti�ula�ly� i� �� by� ”���n�mi�” m�an ��m�t�ing m��� ��mpl�x 

t�an �impl� analy���� �� t�an�a�ti�n ���t� �� �imila� �a�kn�y��d m�d�l� ���m ���n�mi��� T�u�, t��

��ll��ing analy��i� �� t�� a�ad�mi� d�a�� p�ima�ily� �n ���n�mi� ant���p�l�gy�, and att�mpt� t�

pla�� ����a��� a�tivity� int� a m��� ���ial ��am����k �� �x��ang��� sta�ting ���m a di��u��i�n ��

����a��� a� a �y�b�id ���n�my�, t�� pap�� �ill ��v�� i��u�� �u�� a� t�� ��mm�dity�-natu�� �� ��n-

t�ibuti�n� a� ��ll a� gi�t� and ���iality� in ����a���� T�� pap�� �ill ��n�lud� �it� ��m� ��ma�k�

��ga�ding t�� ���n�mi� natu�� �� ��fl��ti�n in t�� ���ial ��i�n���, and t�� ap��ia ���at�d by� t��

n�ti�n �� a�ad�mi� li�� a� d���n�d by� �y�b�idity��

ReseaRch as hYBRID ecOnOMY

W�at i ���� �i�� t� a�gu� i� t�at a ��nt�al �a�t �� ����a��� a� a �uman a�tivity� i� t�at it i� d�iv�n
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by� b�t� a g�n����ity� and a b�az�n �al�ulativ� �ati�nality�, in �t��� ���d� t�at it ��p����nt� a �y�b�id

���n�my� ����� gi�t-giving and p��t-indu�t�ial �apitali�m a�� m��g�d and int��mingl�d� n��, t��

id�a t�at ����a��� �a� an ���n�mi� �id� i� n�t n��, and t���� �xi�t� a la�g� lit��atu�� �� ���-

n�mi� analy��i� �� t�� ����a��� p������� T�� putativ� ���ld �� ”t�� ���n�my� �� ����a���” �an b�

�aid t� �av� b��n ��und�d by� c�a�l�� sand��� p�i���, ��� �a� n�ti�n� �u�� a� limit�d ����u����

and �����i�n�y� in inqui�y� a� pa�am�unt ��� t�� d�v�l�pm�nt �� ��i�n��� in t�i� v�in, �� �av�

t���ug��ut t�� 20t� and 21�t ��ntu�i�� �ad a ��n�tant p��du�ti�n �� ���t��b�n���t-analy���� and

�al�ulati�n� ��ga�ding t�� ���n�mi� b�n���t� �� ����a���� L��king t� t�� li�� �� individual a�a-

d�mi��, t�i� �an ��� �xampl� b� ���n in t�� p������ �� ��iting g�ant appli�ati�n�, ����� �tat�-

m�nt� ��ga�ding t�� b�n���t� �� t�� p��p���d ����a��� i� ��t�n giv�n a p��min�nt pla��, and a

���t��i�al analy��i� �� �u�� �tat�m�nt� ��uld p��bably� g�n��at� �ig�ly� int����ting ��nding�� h��-

�v��, n�n� �� t�i� i� p��tin�nt t� t�� a�gum�nt t�at i att�mpt ����� T�i� �ing�� in�t�ad �n t�� �a�t 

t�at t�� ���n�mi� b��avi�� �� t�� individual a�ad�mi� �ngaging �it� t�� ��i�n�� ��mmunity�

�ann�t b� ��du��d t� �n� �ingl� ���n�mi� �y��t�m, but t�at �� in�t�ad mu�t ��n��ptualiz� a

�y�b�id ���n�my� t� mak� ��n�� �� it�

hy�b�idity� in t�� �p���� �� t�� ���n�mi� i� a ��n��pt t�at �a� b��n �ugg��t�d by� a numb��

�� aut����� T�� m��t d�v�l�p�d n�ti�n may� b� t�at �ugg��t�d by� j�K� gib��n-g�a�am (1996, ���

al�� yang 2000), ����� �y�b�idity� i� p����nt�d a� an analy�ti�al alt��nativ� t� t�� ��mm�n a��ump-

ti�n t�at �apitali�m ��p����nt� a ��mpl�t�ly� p�n�t�ativ� and all-�n��mpa��ing imp��iali�ti� �un�-

ti�n� Rat���, t��y� a�gu� t�at in ��d�� t� und���tand ���n�mi� �y��t�m� �� �av� t� ��linqui�� t��

id�a �� �tabl� and t�tal �u��, and in�t�ad �tudy� t�� fluid int��mingling �� va�i�u� �y��t�m�� f��

in�tan��, in ��� �tudy� �� ���n�mi� b��avi�� in W�nz��u, may��ai� yang (2000) ����� ��� p��pl�

���m a p��d�minantly� �u�al ���i�ty� �ngag� in �apitali�t p��du�ti�n �it� a gu�t�, �nly� t� u�� t��i�

a��umulat�d ��alt� in a �ituali�ti� ���n�my� ����� �n� ��� in�tan�� quit� lit��ally� bu�n� m�n�y�

(a�tual, mat��ial bill�) at bu�ial� and in �t��� �ay�� �quand�� and �a�t� t�i� �u�plu� (��� Bataill�

1967��1991)� h���, t�� ���n�mi�� �it� �undam�ntally� di�����nt �t�u�tu��� d� n�t �imply� ��-�xi�t,

but int��mingl� and ��in����� �a�� �t��� – �apitali�t p��du�ti�n �nabl�� and aid� t�� �un�ti�n ��

t�� �itual ���n�my�, and t�i� again d�iv�� p��pl� t� g��at�� �ngag�m�nt �it� �apitali�m� T� �tat�

t�at t�i� ���n�my� ”in ��ality�” i� �n� �� t�� �t��� ��uld b� t� mi�� t�� v��y� p�int �� ��� it �a�

b��n ��tabli���d and ��� it i� p�����m�d� in�t�ad, yang a�gu�� t�at t�i� i� an �xampl� �� a �y�b�id

���n�my�, �n� t�at �a� t� b� und���t��d n�t t���ug� ��du�ti�n t� �n� �� it� ���m� �� by� �laiming

t�at it �x�ibit� ��m� ��t ��a�ti�n �� a �p��i��� ���m� Rat���, it i� t�� v��y� int��mingling �� di�����nt 

l�gi�� t�at d���n�� t�i� ���n�mi� n�xu�, a kind �� a t�i�d �pa�� (��� B�ab�a 1994) ��� t�� ���-

n�mi� ����� t�� limit�d m�d�l� t������ a�� ����n t� b� unt�n�abl�� fu�t���, a �y�b�id i� al�ay��

al��ady� an impu�� m�n�t�� (��� d�ugla� 1966), a� it� int��nal l�gi� i� t�at �� in����nt ��nt�adi�ti�n

and p�����ming a pa�ad�x� T�i� d��� n�t, ����v��, invalidat� it a� an analy�ti�al �at�g��y�, a� it i�
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t�i� v��y� ap��ia t�at �an b� u��d t� �xplain �p��i��� l�gi�al fl��� n�t ��du�ibl� t� �����i�n�y� ��

�t��� m�n�-l�gi�al ��n��pt��

T�� ��nt�al �laim �� t�i� pap��, t��n, i� t�at a�ad�mi� ���k �an b� und���t��d a� a �y�b�id

���n�my�� And �����a� t���� i� mu�� di��u��i�n ab�ut t�� ���ial and ���i�-p�y����l�gi�al a�p��t�

�� li�� �it�in t�� iv��y� t����, t���� i� littl� �imila� ��fl��ti�n �n t�� ���n�mi� a�p��t� t�������

T���� a�p��t� a��, ����v��, int�g�al and ��nt�al t� a�ad�mia, �v�n t��ug� �� ��t�n �ut �� id��-

l�gi�al ��a��n� ���m t� ma�ginaliz� t��m� T� ����� t� ���n�mi� a�p��t� ���m� t� b� t� d�ba��

t�� ����a��� li��, and alt��ug� �n� ��uld t�ink t�at ��ganizati�nal ����la�� ��uld b� t�� la�t 

p��pl� t� a��um� t�at a ������n�� t� ���n�mi� li�� by� n�����ity� m�an� a ��du�ti�n, t�i� �till ���m�

t� b� t�� �a��� T�� ��a��n ��� t�i� i� �a�ily� d�du��d� Alt��ug� it i� ��ll kn��n t�at t�� n�ti�n ��

t�� ���n�mi� �ann�t b� ��du��d t� m���ly� a �a�i�atu�� �� b�u�g��i� �apitali�m, t���� �till �xi�t�

an a��umpti�n t�at �� by� a ������n�� t� t�� ���n�my� a�� talking ab�ut �n� �� it� �a��t�, nam�ly�

t�at �� t�� id�aliz�d ma�k�t� At t�� �am� tim�, ���n�mi� ant���p�l�gy�, am�ng ��v��al �t���

di��iplin�, �a� ��� (at t�� v��y� l�a�t) t�� la�t 30 y��a�� (��� ��g� sa�lin� 1972, 1976) �p��at�d �it�

t�� a��umpti�n� t�at t�� ���n�mi� i� a ��mpl�x mani��ld, ����� ��v��al p�t�ntially� ��nfli�ting

l�gi�� ���k in ��n���t t� �t�u�tu�� �x��ang�� T�u� t�� �laim t�at ���a�ting a p��n�m�n�n a� an

���n�my� ��uld ���� n�t ����� t� a ��du�ti�n but �at��� t� a ��nt�xtually� ��n�titut�d �y��t�m ��

�x��ang�� t�at �an b� �t�u�tu��d in a numb�� �� di�����nt and ��mpl�xly� agg��gat� �ay���

L��king at a�ad�mi� li�� a� an ���n�my�, �� �an �tat� t�at t�i� at t�� v��y� l�a�t ��n�i�t� ��

t���� int��l��king ���n�mi� �p�����: a gi�t ���n�my�, a ���ial ���n�my�, and a ma�k�t ���n�my��

Tak�n t�g�t���, t�� i���du�ibl� ��mpl�xity� �� t���� �p����� int��mingling ��n�titut�� a�ad�mia

a� a �y�b�id ���n�my�� W�il� it i� n�t p���ibly� t� d�limit b��avi��� t����in a� pu��ly� b�ing pa�t ��

�n� �� an�t���, t�� t���� �p����� d� ����v�� ��lp u� t� ���at� at l�a�t a t�ntativ� ��d�� �� ���-

n�mi� b��avi���� W� ��all t�������� t��at t��m in pa�t�, �v�n t��ug� t�i� ���uld b� und���t��d

a� m���ly� a �impli���ati�n and a kind �� �pi�t�m�l�gi�al ����t�ut� A�t�� ��n�id��ing t���� t����

��n�titutiv� pa�t�, �� �ill ��tu�n t� t�� i��u� �� �y�b�idity��

claim� t�at a�ad�mia i� a gi�t ���n�my� a�� n�t un��a�d ��, and in �a�t ���m �ai�ly� p��val�nt 

(��� ��g� hy�d� 1979), pa�ti�ula�ly� i� m��� p�l�mi�al �tat�m�nt� a�� tak�n int� a���unt� T�� �ay�

in ��i�� ����la�� a�� p��pa��d t� �ngag� �it� t�i� ��n��pt ��uld b� und���t��d in a numb�� ��

�ay�� – �u�� a� a �t�iv� t� p��t�ay� �n���l� a� a m��al b�ing and a� a p�liti�al m�v� u��d t� p��iti�n

a�ad�mi� ���k �ut�id� �� t�� d�mand� �� t�� ma�k�t ���n�my� – but it al�� ����� a ��iti�al a�p��t 

�� ��� �x��ang�� ���k �it�in a�ad�mia g�n��ally�� T�� t�aditi�nal d���niti�n �� a gi�t ���n�my�

(��� ��g� mau�� 1924��1990, B��king 1999, g�d�li�� 1999) d����ib�� t�i� a� an ���n�mi� �t�u�tu��

����� gi�t-giving i� ���n a� t�� m��t ��a�a�t��i�ti� ���m �� �x��ang�, i��� �n� ����� t�� gi�t 

�at��� t�an t�� p�i��d ��mm�dity� i� ���n a� t�� d��ault unit �� ���n�mi� a�ti�n� in �u�� a �t�u�-

tu��, �� n��mally� a��um� t�at ���n�mi� b��avi�� i� ��i�fly� ��d���d a��und t���� �un�ti�n�����-



462

LTA 4 ��06 • A � R e h n

qui��m�nt�: t�� n�����ity� �� giving, t�� ��qui��m�nt t� ����iv�, and t�� n��d t� ���ip���at� (���

��g� mau�� 1924��1990, R��n 2002)� in �la��i� gi�t ���n�mi��, �u�� a� t�� p�tlat�� (�� t� u��

c�in��k ja�g�n, pat��atl) and t�� kula, t�i� m�ant t�at in ��d�� t� b� a m�mb�� �� ���i�ty�, �n�

�ad t� giv� �p��i��� �itual gi�t�, lik��i�� a���pt gi�t� giv�n, and t�at all gi�t� �ad t� b� in ��m�

�ay� ���ip���at�d (��� d���ida 1992 ��� a ��itiqu�)� T�i� ���at�d a �i��ulati�n �� gi�t� and ��unt��-

gi�t� ��i�� d���n�d t�� ���n�mi� n�xu� ��� t�� ���i�ti�� �ngag�d ����in� W��n �� ����� t�

a�ad�mia a� a gi�t ���n�my� �� a�� inv�king ��m�t�ing �imila�� mu�� �� ��at i� p��du��d in a

univ���ity� i� giv�n a�ay�, �� t�at ��g� imp��tant ����a��� ��nding� a�� di�t�ibut�d t���ug� t�� a�a-

d�mi� j�u�nal� �it��ut t�� ����la� ����iving any� m�n�ta�y� ��mp�n�ati�n� in �a�t, �� a�� ��

�appy� t� giv� a�ay� �u� ��nding� and���� �pini�n� t�at �� ��l�b�at� ���n ��’v� manag�d t� ��-

���i�ntly� giv� a�ay� ��m� by� publi��ing it� O� ��u���, ���n �� d� �� �� a�kn��l�dg� (����iv�)

�imila� gi�t� giv�n by� ������n�ing imp��tant ��nt�ibuti�n� and t�� lik��, and �u� n�� publi�ati�n

�an t�u� in a �ay� b� ���n a� a ���m �� ���ip���ity�� K��ping ju�t t� t�� p������ �� a�ad�mi� pub-

li��ing, �� �an ��ad t�i� a� a kind �� �ng�ing �pi�al �� gi�t-giving, ����� �v��y� m�mb�� �� t��

��mmunity� ��ntinu�u�ly� b�t� giv��, ����iv��, and ���ip���at��� T�� �l�m�nt �� gi�ting in a�ad�mia

�an b� mani���t�d t���ug� a numb�� �� ��ann�l�, �it� publi�ati�n b�ing ju�t �n�, but t�i� i� an

illu�t�ativ� �xampl�� mu�� �� ��at g��� und�� t�� lab�l �� a�ad�mi� ���k i� a��ang�d a� a p���-

��� �� gi�ting (advi��, ���ult�, ������n���, ��nding�, and �� �n), and t�i� m�an� t�at �� at l�a�t in

pa�t �an talk ab�ut a�ad�mia a� a gi�t ���n�my��

T�i� �an b� ��nt�a�t�d �it� an�t��� �t�u�tu��, �n� i’d lik� t� �all t�� ���ial ���n�my�� W����-

a� t�� gi�t ���n�my� i� �t�u�tu��d by� �ay� �� �y�mb�li� �ntiti��, a ���ial ���n�my� i� ��ganiz�d

t���ug� ��lati�n�� T�i� di�tin�ti�n, ��i�� i� v��y� t�nu�u�, ���uld b� und���t��d m���ly� a� an

��i�nting d�vi��, but it may� �nabl� u� t� di��u�� ��m� �� t�� m��� intangibl� a�p��t� �� ��ganiz�d

���n�mi� b��avi�� in a�ad�mia� W� �an �ta�t by� �x�mpli�y�ing� All a�tiv� a�ad�mi�� �ill at ��m�

p�int und��tak� ��m� ��vi��ing, and a�tiv� ��ni�� ����a����� �ill ��t�n b� inundat�d �it� �u��

�ngag�m�nt�� T�i� �ill �ntail �v��y�t�ing ���m t�� ��lativ�ly� �impl� j�b �� �������ing a�ti�l�� ��

b��k�, t� t�� m��� a�du�u� p�������� �� a�����ing t���i� manu���ipt� ��, in a ����t-�a�� ���-

na�i� �� ���t�, a�����ing t�� ���k �� ��v��al p��min�nt ����la�� ��� �av� appli�d ��� t�� �am�

��ai�� T�i� i� �� ��u��� �a�d ���k, and n��mally� it i� d�n� �it��� p�� b�n� �� ��� a n�minal ���

n�t in lin� �it� t�� ���k �ntail�d� W�at i� int����ting ���� i� t�at t�� �m��t� �un�ti�ning ��

a�ad�mia ��qui��� and p���upp���� t�at p��pl� �ill ��mmit t��m��lv�� t� �u�� ���k, �v�n

t��ug� it i� �l�a�ly� n�t in t�� imm�diat� b��t int����t �� t�� individual� cl�a�ly�, t���� i� an �l�m�nt 

�� quid p�� qu� ����, �� t�at i �ill in pa�t tak� �n ���k du� t� t�� �a�t t�at i kn�� i �ill n��d

�imila� �av��� in t�� �utu�� (��g� ���u�ing p��pl� t� app�ai�� d��t��al �tud�nt�), but t�i� d��� n�t 

�ully� d����ib� t�i� �p��ativ� l�gi� �� �av���� W� ��uld in�t�ad �ay� t�at �u� ��ntinuing �xi�t�n��

�it�in t�� ���ld �� a�ad�mia ��qui��� and build� �n ���tain ���ial p�������� t�at �ill ���m �u�
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b��avi�� �it�in it� T�� ��qui��m�nt t� d�v�t� �n���l� t� t�� ��a�t and tak� pa�t in ���tain j�b�

��ga�dl��� �� t��i� pay�-��� i� a int�g�al pa�t �� a�ad�mia, and t�u� in pa�t ��n�titut�� ��at ��uld

b� �all�d it� ���n�my�� T�� di�����n�� t� t�� gi�t ���n�my� may� ���m t�nu�u�, a� �av��� �� t�� kind

di��u���d ���� ��uld b� und���t��d a� a ���m �� gi�t� (��� L�d�n�va 1998), but i ��nt�nd t�at 

�it�in t�� �t�u�tu�� �� a�� di��u��ing, t���� i� a di�����n��� W����a� gi�ting i� ti�d t� a p��du�tiv�

l�gi�, �anting t� gain in �tanding, ��putati�n, and ��n��, t�� ���ial ���n�my� i� built �n m��� ��

a ��a�tiv� m�d�, ����� �� �ill b� p��pa��d t� tak� �n i�k��m� and a�du�u� ta�k� b��au�� n�t 

t� d� �� ��uld ���m �all�u� �� ��am��ul� T�� ���ial ���n�my� t�u� ������ t� t�� �ay�� in ��i��

���ial ������ �u�� a� p��� p����u�� �� ta�it d�mand� �an ��d�� a�tiviti�� in �ay�� t�at �ann�t b�

��du��d t� t�� ���t�i�t�d und���tanding �� t�� ���n�mi�� A ��m���at t�ivial p�int, p����an��,

but imp��tant ���n ��-��n�id���d in t�� ��nt�xt �� �y�b�idity��

R�����ing t� gi�t� and t�� ���ial �an ����v�� al�� ���k in a �ay� t�at ma�k� t�� �xi�ting

ma�k�t �t�u�tu��� �� univ���iti��� W����a� it i� �l�a� t�at t���� i� an a�p��t �� gi�t-giving and ���ial

��lati�n��ip� t� ����la�ly� ���k, �� �ann�t b� blind t� t�� �a�t t�at t���� i� al�� a v��y� tangibl�

ma�k�t �t�u�tu�� t� a�ad�mia� in a �ituati�n ����� an in���a�ing am�unt �� pa�ti�ula�ly� juni��

a�ad�mi�� and p��t-d��t��al ����a������ g�t by� �n ����t-t��m ��nan�ing, and ����� ��mp�titi�n

��� g�ant�, p��iti�n� and t�nu�� a�� ������, it ��uld b� naïv� t� di���unt �u�� a �a�t� still �� ��t�n

�ail t� a�kn��l�dg� ��� ��g� publi�ati�n� and a�ad�mi� a�tiviti�� in �a�t ��n�titut� a ���m ��

�u���n�y�, and �u�t��� ��m�t�ing t�at �an ��n��ptually� b� t��at�d a� a ��a��� ����u���� A� g�tting

an a�ti�l� publi���d in a p��min�nt int��nati�nal j�u�nal �an �av� a tangibl� and m�a�u�abl�

�����t �n t�ing� �u�� a� �a���� p���ibiliti�� and �v�n �ala�y�, t�� ma�k�t ���n�my� �� a�ad�mi�

���k �ann�t b� di���unt�d� in �a�t, it ��uld b� �ai�ly� �a�y� t� d����ib� t�� a�tiviti�� �� a ����la�

a� di���t utility� maximizati�n, i� �n� �a� �� in�lin�d� A�ti�l�� ���m ��mm�diti��, t�ad�d �n �n�

ma�k�t (t�� j�u�nal�) ��� publi�ati�n p�int�, ��i�� �an t��n b� u��d in n�g�tiati�n� �n an�t���

ma�k�t (���k �pp��tuniti��)� But a� t�i� ���m� a v��y� �a��� �ay� t� vi�� ��g� ����la�ly� publi��ing,

�� u�ually� ign��� t���� a�p��t�� i �ill n�t ���� d�tail t�� ma�k�t p��p��ti�� �� univ���ity� li��, a�

i a��um� t���� a�� m��tly� ��ll kn��n, m���ly� p�int t� t�i� t�i�d ���n�mi� �p���� and m�v� �nt�

t�� i��u� �� �y�b�idity��

my� a�gum�nt, a� p��vi�u�ly� �tat�d, i� t�at ���n�mi� a�tiviti�� �it�in a�ad�mia mu�t b�

��n�id���d, but t�at t��y� �ann�t b� ��du��d t� �n� �ingl� ��n��ptualizati�n �� t�� ���n�mi��

in�t�ad, in ��d�� t� ���m a ��fl��tiv� und���tanding �� a�ad�mi� ���n�my�, �� mu�t d�pl�y� a

��mpl�x ��t �� und���tanding�, ��i�� in t��i� tu�n ��uld build �n t�� n�ti�n �� a�ad�mia a� a

�y�b�id ���n�my�� Wit�in t�� �t�u�tu�� t�at �a� d�v�l�p�d �v�� t�� ag��, t���� ��-�xi�t� a numb��

�� l�gi�� ��i�� �ann�t b� und���t��d in i��lati�n, and t���� l�gi�� �an t�u� b� int����gat�d �nly�

in pa�t a� ��lita�y� p��n�m�na� Rat���, t��y� mu�t b� und���t��d a� �undam�ntally� int��t�in�d int�

�a�� �t���, �� t�at t�� gi�t-natu�� �� an a�ad�mi� publi�ati�n mu�t b� und���t��d b�t� t���ug�
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t�i� �p��i��� natu�� and al��, at t�� �am� tim�, t���ug� t��i� pla�� in t�� ���ial �t�u�tu�� and t��

ma�k�t ���n�my� �� t�� univ���ity� �y��t�m� T�i� i� t�� l�gi� �� t�� �y�b�id, t�at �� �an �nly� und��-

�tand p��n�m�na in pa�t�, and t�at �� at all tim�� mu�t pay� ���d t� t�� dial��ti�al fl�� �it�in

��i�� �u� und���tanding� a�� ��n�titut�d� By� �ay�ing t�at a�ad�mia i� a �y�b�id ���n�my� i am

�tating t�at my� und���tanding �� it� ���n�mi� natu�� i� �n� �� i���du�ibl� ��mpl�xity�, and t�at 

�� mu�t b� abl� t� d�pl�y� ��v��al, in����ntly� pa�ad�xi�al l�gi�� t� mak� ��n�� �� it� On �n�

l�v�l, �� a�� �� ��u��� making ��n�� �� it �imply� by� living it, and �u� �mb�di�d ��n�� �� a�a-

d�mi� li�� i� ��ll �quipp�d t� tak� �a�� �� t���� matt���� But ���n �� �ta�t t� talk ab�ut ��fl��t-

ing �n �u� a�ad�mi� p�a�ti���, �� �ann�t �imply� ����� t� �u�� �mb�di�d und���tanding�, but 

mu�t in�t�ad d�pl�y� m��� �v��t �xplanati�n�� h��� �y�b�idity� �an ��lp, and i �ill in t�� ��ll��ing

u�� t�� l�gi�� i’v� t�i�d t� �utlin� in ��d�� t� mak� ��n�� �� t�� t�ing�: t�� �tatu� �� ��nt�ibuti�n�

and t�� ���n�mi� l�gi� �� ��fl��ti�n�

cOnTRIBUTIOns anD ReflecTIOn as cOMMODITIes

An i��u� ��t�n �ai��d am�ng ���ial ��i�nti�t� i� t�at �� t�� ”��nt�ibuti�n”� s�m�tim�� t�i� ������

m���ly� t� a �ituali�ti�ally� ��p�at�d qu��ti�n in ��mina��, ����� ���d� �u�� a� ”��nt�ibuti�n” ��

”�pi�t�m�l�gy�” a�� bandi�d ab�ut �imply� t� div��t att�nti�n ���m t�� �a�t t�at n�-�n� i� a�tually�

talking ab�ut any�t�ing ��m�t�ly� ��n�ibl� (y��u kn�� ��� y��u a��), but d��pit� t�i� t�� i��u� d���

�av� ��m�t�ing �� int����t t� it� W��n �� ��nt�ibut�, �� �l�a�ly� d� ��m�t�ing m��� t�an �imply�

��it� a t�xt �� �ugg��t ��m�t�ing� ety�m�l�gi�ally�, t�� ���d ��m�� ���m t�� Latin ��nt�ibu���,

��i�� m�an� t� pay� t�ibut� t�g�t���� A t�ibut�, again, i� an �����ing� O�iginally� t�i� m�ant ��m�-

t�ing paid t� a �ul�� �� ��gu�� �� p���� ��� p��t��ti�n (��t�n ���m t�� p���� it��l�), but �a� lat��

b�gun t� b� und���t��d a� any� �����ing, �v�n a m��t �y�mb�li� �n� �� p�ai��, �� t�at �� �an pay�

t�ibut� t� a b�l�v�d ��ll�agu� �� t� a ���k band� Ob���ving t�� ��mmunal natu�� �� many� �u��

t�ibut��, t�� ���ial �����i�n impli�d in t�� n�ti�n �� ��n-t�ibuti�n t�u� �t��ngt��n� t�� a�p��t ��

�a��i���� and t�� ”��mm�n g��d”� A ��nt�ibuti�n i� n�t m���ly� ��m�t�ing b��ug�t t� t�� pa�ty�,

it i� a qu��ti�n �� pa�taking in a ��a��d a�tivity�, a publi� �un�ti�n�

it ��uld b� �a�y� t� p�y����analy�z� t�� �b����i�n �it� ��nt�ibuti�n� in ��ganizati�n �tudi��,

a� t�i� �l�a�ly� i� a �y�mpt�m �� la�k – la�k �� �����i�n, la�k �� ��mmunity� and t�� �v��-p����nt 

d��i�� ��� ��mpl�ti�n (��� Žiž�k 2000)� At t�� �am� tim�, a� t�� p�����upati�n �it� t�i� p��n�m-

�n�n i� �� �l�a�ly� an a�p��t �� t�� ���ial ��d�� �� a�ad�mia, it ���m� t�at a���ibing it m���ly� t�

�u�� a p�y����-pat��l�gy� ��uld b� t�� �impl�� in�t�ad, �� �av� t� n�t� ��� ��nt�ibuti�n� a��

��m�t�ing b�y��nd gi�t�, and ��� t��y� �tand a� �v��d�t��min�d �igni����� �� t�� a�ad�mi� ��ndi-

ti�n� W����a� �� in t�� it��ativ� p������ �� �ng�ing publi�ati�n �� ����a��� �an ��nd t�a��� �� a

gi�t ���n�my�, t�� m��al �at�g��y� �� ��nt�ibuti�n �an b� �aid t� ��p����nt a m��� d��p-���t�d
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��n�� �� a�ad�mia a� a ��mmunity�, and t�� ���n�mi� �t�u�tu�� t�i� imp����� T�� publi�ati�n,

��ad a� a gi�t, �a��i�� t�� nam� �� t�� aut��� and t�u� b�ing� ��n�� t� ���� T�� ��nt�ibuti�n,

����v��, i� in pa�t an �����ing, a n�����a�y� ���� �� �a��i���� t�at �a� t� b� und���t��d a� a ���m

�� �itual ��linqui��ing �� id�ntity� and imm���i�n int� t�� g��at�� ��mmunity�� W��n �� giv�, ��

�tand a� individual� taking pa�t in a �t�u�tu�al �x��ang�, but ���n �� �xi�t a� ��nt�ibut��� ��

app�a� a� pa�t� �� a d���ning ���l� – t�uly� ���ial�

T�� ���ial natu�� �� ��nt�ibuti�n� d�t��min�� t��i� �tanding in t�� ���n�my� �� a�ad�mia,

and t��y� ��p����nt t�� �a�t t�at t�� ���ial li��-���ld �� ����a��� i� �n� ��i�� �an n�v�� b� ��m-

pl�t� – t���� �an n�v�� b� �l��u�� and t�u� n�v�� an �nd t� t�� a�tiviti��� T�i� ��qui��� �� t��

pa�ti�ipant� t� in pa�t aband�n t��i� ��n �tanding and a���pting t�at t�� g��at�� p��j��t �up��-

��d�� t�� individual �n��� in pa�t, �� �an �v�n �tat� t�at t�� a�ad�mi� ���n�my� by� n�����ity� i�

���iali�t, a� t�� individual ���k� gain t��i� �tanding by� t�� �ay� in ��i�� t�� �u�t��� t�� aim� ��

t�� ��mmunity� at la�g�� T�u�, ������n��� t� t�� ”��nt�ibuti�n” �� a �p��i��� t�xt �� �p��i��� ��-

��a����� i� a �ay� t� �tat� t�at in ��d�� t� gain �x��ang�-valu� �n t�� a�ad�mi� ma�k�t (m��it 

��unt�d t��a�d� ��g� �a���� advan��m�nt), �n� mu�t ����t ��tabli�� t�at it �a� u��-valu� �it�in

t�� ���ial ���n�my�� Obvi�u�ly� t�i� �an b� p��v��t�d in���a� a� �u�� a u��-valu� may� ��ll b�

gain�d m���ly� by� b�l�t��ing t�� ���ial �tanding �� �t���� (�pig�ni� ���k�, t�ady�ing, ��in�����m�nt 

�� �g��), but ���m a �t�u�tu�al vi��p�int t�i� mak�� n� di�����n���

u�ing t�� ��n��pt �� �y�b�idity�, �� �an t�u� �ay� t�at t�� ��nt�ibuti�n may� �ta�t �ut a� a gi�t,

but in ��d�� t� ��aliz� it� ���n�mi� p�t�ntial it mu�t al�� b� a���pt�d �it�in t�� �p���� �� t��

���ial ���n�my� a� ��m�t�ing m��� (��, in a mann�� �� �p�aking, l���) t�an a gi�t� i� t�i� �u����d�,

t�� ��nt�ibuti�n �an t��n b� tu�n�d int� ��m�t�ing t�at �an b� t��at�d a� a ��mm�dity� �n a

ma�k�t� Obvi�u�ly�, t�i� d����ipti�n �u����� ���m t�� �a�t t�at it t��at� t���� p�������� a� ���ializ�d,

�� t�at �n� l�ad� t� an�t��� in ��m�t�ing akin t� a ��ain ��a�ti�n, ���n �� ���uld b� �ay�ing

t�at t���� t���� p�������� a�� �imultan��u� and �nm����d, but it �ill �u����� ��� n��� T�� �y�b�id

natu�� �� ��nt�ibuti�n� �u�t��� ����� u� ��m�t�ing ab�ut ��fl��ti�n� W����a� ��fl��ti�n i� ��t�n

vi���d a� an int�ap����nal p������, t�� ���ial natu�� �� ��fl��ti�n a� a ��nt�ibuti�n �igni���� t��

�ay� in ��i�� ��fl��ti�n mu�t in �a�t b� ���ially� a���pt�d in ��d�� t� b� vi���d a� ��fl��ti�n� T�i�

again p��bl�matiz�� t�� natu�� �� a�ad�mi� ��fl��ti�n by� �a�ting (i��� ��fl��ting) t�i� a� pa�tly� an

���n�mi� p������� W� �ill n�� tu�n t� t�i� la�t pa�t, t�� ��mm�di���ati�n �� ��fl��ti�n�

i� �� tu�n �u� ��fl��tiv� gaz� n�t �n ����a��� �� ����a������, but �at��� �n ��fl��ti�n a� a

�un�ti�n in t�� a����m�nti�n�d, �� �an n�t� ��m� t�ing� ab�ut it t�at mig�t �t����i�� b� �b-

��u��d� sp��i���ally� i ���� �ant t� n�t� ��m� t�ing� ��ga�ding t�� m��al ���n�my� �� t�� ��n��pt�

n��mally�, t�� di���u��� �� ���ial �tudi�� p��it ��fl��ti�n a� an up�tanding and ��n��t a�tivity�,

��a�a�t��izing a g��d ����a������ W� ��uld �v�n �ay� t�at t���� �xi�t� a ���m �� ”m��al ��inag�”

in ����a���, �� t�at t�� inv��ati�n �� �p��i��� m�d�� (��fl��ti�n, ��itiqu�, dial�gu� �t ��t��a) a��
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���n a� t�� ma�k �� a m��ally� a�a�� and up�tanding ����a�����, p�ima �a�i�� R�fl��ti�n, in and

�� it��l�, i� ���n a� a g��d t�ing� sp�aking ���m a p���p��tiv� �� l�gi�, t�i� i� �� ��u��� �ig�ly�

i��ati�nal� On it� ��n, ��fl��ti�n i� m�aningl���, an �mpty� �itual� it �an �nly� gain m�aning by�

b�ing ��nt�xtualiz�d, by� �xi�ting in a ��lati�n��ip �it� ��m�t�ing� still, t�i� d��� n�t m�an t�at 

��fl��ti�n �ann�t b� �ngag�d �it� a� an �bj��t (ind��d, i am in���a�ingly� t�inking ab�ut a�a-

d�mi� ��fl��ti�n a� a La�anian �bj�t p�tit a), i��� a� a ��mm�dity�� su�� a vi�� ��uld �mp�a�iz�

n�t ��fl��ti�n a� a ��lati�n, but a� a �igni���� d�pl�y��d ��� ���n�mi� ��a��n��

R�����ing ba�k t� my� p��vi�u� p�int ab�ut t�� ma�k�t ���n�my� �� t�� univ���ity�, t�� u�� ��

��fl��ti�n in t�� ���ial ��i�n��� ��uld �u��in�tly� put b� und���t��d a� a ���t�i�t�d ���n�mi�

a�ti�n, a� ��g� an utt��ly� l�gi�al m�v� ��� ��m� a�ad�mi�u� œ��n�mi�a� in a �ituati�n ����� t��

d�pl�y�m�nt �� ��fl��ti�n i� ���n a� �aving t�� �un�ti�n �� imp��ving �n�� ��an��� t� g�t pub-

li���d – and t�u� ���u�� a j�b, g�t p��m�t�d and���� g�t a �ai�� – it ��a��� t� b� a m�d� �� t�ink-

ing and tu�n� int� a ��mm�dity� t�at �an b� p�ddl�d �n t�� a�ad�mi� ma�k�t� T�� m��al ��inag�

�� ��fl��ti�n i� t�u� n�t un��lat�d t� m��� mundan� ���m� �� ��inag�, and t�� ���mingly� �umbl�

��n����i�nal ��uld b� �tudi�d a� t�� p�ddling �� vaniti�� (�� in t�� �a�� �� �dit���, p�ddling in-

dulg�n���)� W��n �� ��� t� t�� in���a�ing int����t t������, �� m��� t� t�� p�int, t�� in���a�ing

p�pula�ity� �� publi��ing t�xt� �n it, �� may� in �a�t b� vi��ing a ��a�ti�n t� ma�k�t d�mand – ��

a �a�� �� �upply�-�id� ���n�mi���

su�� a p���p��tiv� d��� n�t invalidat� ��fl��ti�n in t�� ���ial ��i�n���, but it d��� p��b-

l�matiz� t�� m��al �tan�� �� ��t�n tak�� By� n�ting ��� ��fl��ti�n, �� m��� t� t�� p�int publi��-

ing t�xt� ��t�n�ibly� ab�ut ��fl��ti�n, d��� in �a�t �av� �l�a� ���n�mi� ��n��qu�n���, �� mig�t 

in �a�t k��p a m��� ��fl��tiv� �tan�� �n it all� A� it i� appa��nt t�at t���� a�� ����la�� ��� �av�

mad� t��i� �nti�� �a���� by� �xt�lling ��fl��ti�n, publi��ing �n ��fl��ti�n, and ���t��ing ���l�

�ad��� �� �imila�ly� ��fl��ti�n-t�uting a��ly�t��, t� d�ny� t�� ma�k�t �un�ti�n at play� ���� ���m� t�

b� t�� �undam�ntally� un��fl��tiv� t�ing t� d�� in t�i� �ay�, a p���p��tiv� �n a�ad�mi� ���k ��i��

d�a�� ���m ���n�mi� und���tanding� and a ��n�itivity� t��a�d� t�� ��mp��it� and �y�b�id natu��

�� ���ial b�ing �an b� u��d t� ���� �t����i�� ign���d a�p��t� �� a��um�dly� pu�� a�tiviti��, ��-

fl��ti�n b�ing �n��

T�u� i ���l �� �an �tat� t�at ��fl��ti�n, t�day�, i� n�t �nly� an up�tanding p������ �� ��-��n-

�id��ati�n �� �pi�t�m�l�gi�al bia�, but al�� ��ntain� t�ing� �u�� a� b�az�n �a����i�m, ava�i�i�u�

m�tiv��, and �v�n pu��ly� aut�mati� and d�gmati� �all� t��a�d� a �itually� ��n�titut�d ��n��pt 

��i�� may� b� in��mp����n�ibl� �ut�id� �� t�� ���ial l��ality� it i� gl��i���d in� su�� an und��-

�tanding �ill �� ��u��� b� vi���d a� �all�u� �y�ni�i�m, �v�n in t�� t���ni�al ��n�� (��� sl�t��dijk

1983), but i ��uld in�i�t t�at it i� al�� a �a�� �� ��ali�m� ev�n i� �� �an ag��� �n t�� �t�i�al im-

p�tu� ��� ��fl��ti�n, t� ign��� t���� l��� ���l���m� a�p��t� �� it, �n�� �� a�� in �a�t �ngaging in,

��uld b� a d�gmati�m un���t�y� �� a ��n�id���d a�ad�mi� li��� in ��d�� t� t�ink �u� t�inking
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t���ug�, �� mu�t al�� pay� ���d t� t���� ��am����k� ��i�� may� mak� �u�� ��n�id��ati�n� pa�a-

d�xi�al and ��nt�adi�t��y�, and t�u� a���pt t�� ��nfli�t �� t�inking�

In The enD� aPORIa

On� �� t�� imp��tant a�p��t� �� �y�b�idity� i� t�at it by� n�����ity� ��n�titut�� ��n�lu�i�n� a� an

ap��ia� T���� �an b� n� �l�a� ��n�lu�i�n� in a �tat� �� �y�b�idity�, a� t�� v��y� natu�� �� t�� m�n�t��

i� �n� �� i���du�ibl� ��nfli�t� W� �ann�t p����nt a ��nal ���d, a� �y�b�id� n�v�� �an ��a�� a ��nal,

t�tal �tat�� But t�i� i� t�u� �� all kind� �� �xi�t�n��, and t�i� i� ��y� an �ngag�m�nt �it� �y�b�idity�

i� n�����a�y�� Li�� �an ��ll b� und���t��d a� a ��ntinu�u� int��nal ��nt�adi�ti�n, and t�� ma�v�l

�� ���ial li�� li�� n�t in t�� ��� m�m�nt� �� ��n��n�u�, but in t�� �a�t t�at t�i� ap��ia d��� n�t 

��nd�mn u� t� �t��nal d�ubt (��� sl�t��dijk 1983, Žiž�k 1993)� Rat���, �� ���m m��� t�an

�appy� t� liv� �u� liv�� �it� l�gi�al di�jun�ti�n, and �v�n ��v�l in t�� pa�ad�x �� ���ial �xi�t-

�n���

And ��fl��ti�n i� a �a�� �� �p��i���ally� �u�� a ��nt�adi�ti�n� W��n �� �ngag� in ��fl��ti�n

�� ���mingly� tu�n in�a�d� t� und���tand t�� ���ld, but t�i� tu�ning in�a�d �an �nly� b� ��mp��-

��n�ibl� in t�� ��nt�xt �� a ���ial g��up �� ����a������ ��� ��mp�i�� t�� ��n�um��� �� �u�� an

�xp��im�nt in ��lip�i�m� W� ��uld �u�t��� �tat� t�at alt��ug� t�� ���ld �� ��g� ��ganizati�n �tudi��

�a� b��n int����t�d in ��fl��ti�n in ��ganizing, it i� �ddly� una�a�� �� t�� ��ganizati�n �� ��fl��-

ti�n� ev�n m��� p��ulia� i� t�at t�� ���n�mi� natu�� �� a�ad�mi� ���k ���m� t� b� a blind �p�t,

a la�una, a �a�� �� t�� Žiž�kian R�al� W����a� �� a� ���ial ��i�nti�t� a�� qui�k t� analy�z� ���-

n�mi� ag�n�y� in �t���� , �� ��t�n �ail t� a�kn��l�dg� t�� �am� p�������� in �u� ��n b��avi��

(R�dd� ca��a�i qua� �unt ca��a�i�…)� And t�i� blind� u� t� many� �� t�� ��mpl�xiti�� �� t�� a�a-

d�mi� li��� Rat��� t�an vi��ing �u� ��n b��avi�� a� �undam�ntally� ���n�mi�, �� a�� m��� t�an

�appy� t� �ngag� in t�� �anta�y� �� pu�� ��fl��ti�n�

But t�� alt��nativ� t� pu�� ��fl��ti�n (��i�� i� al�ay�� a �n�-�ay� a��ai�) – ��fl��t�d ��fl��ti�n

– in�t�ad ���at�� ��m�t�ing m��� akin t� a p�i�mati� �����t, �n� ����� t�� ���tainti�� �� m��al

g��d� (�i�) a�� �a�t in d�ubt� su�� an app��a�� d��� n�t ���k by� �a�ting lig�t, but by� pay�ing

���d t� t�� num���u� lig�t-�����t�, t�� ��ad���, t�� ��anging patt��n� and int��la��d �����t�� it 

d�lig�t� in t�� m�i�é-patt��n� and �dd �pti� �����t� �� t�� n�n-��ntinu�u� ��fl��ti�n� ���at�d by�

natu�al lig�t in unnatu�al �i��um�tan���� in t�� �am� �ay�, a �tudy� �� t�� ���n�mi� t�at build�

up�n t�� n�ti�n �� �y�b�idity� �ill n�t g� l��king ��� �a�ual �xplanati�n� �� ��du�ibl� m�d�l�, but 

in�t�ad �xpl��� t�� j�ui��an�� �� ���n�mi� mi���g�nati�n and mutati�n, t�� ma�v�l� �� mix��

and fluid dy�nami��� By� d�ing ��, �� �an n�t �nly� �xpl��� t�� int�i�a�i�� �� ���ial li�� in a l���

��du�ti�ni�ti� �ay�, but al�� ��nd a pat� t��a�d� a p��t-m��alizing ���ial ��i�n��, �n� ����� t��

�a�y� ag���m�nt� �av� t� giv� �ay� t� g��at�� a�a��n��� �� t�� id��l�gi�al und��pinning� �� �u�
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a�ti�n�, and t�� p�liti�iz�d natu�� �� �v�n t�at ��i�� �n t�� �u��a�� ���m� m��ally� un��mpli-

�at�d� And t��n, p���ibly�, ��fl��ti�n mig�t b� abl� t� b��ak �it� ��fl��ti�n, ���ap� it� �u���nt 

�t��� �� gua�d�d ��l�-��nt��l, and t�uly� b���m� �man�ipat��y���� 
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