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systems and strategic management, to be clas
sified separately as other.
The Neilimo and Näsi (1980) classifica
tion was used to distinguish the following four
different methodological approaches: nomothetic, decision-oriented, action-oriented and conceptual approach. Following Kasanen, Lukka
and Siitonen (1991, 1993), a fifth approach, the
constructive approach, was added.
The study was in the nature of a historical
investigation. After collecting, describing and
classifying the data, quantitative analysis was
conducted with the aid of descriptive statistics.
Our results indicate substantial growth in
doctoral education in the field of management
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the methodological approach used. These re
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publication are examined. Our point of depar

teen per cent on cost and pricing, and almost
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one half on the other topics. A total of seven
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loose “clusters” could be identified according

analysis and a synthesizing and comprehensive

to the primary research themes of the disserta
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our results suggest that case studies – consisting
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counting scholars and practitioners interested in
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mainstream approach in the past two decades

In the classification of studies by research

(cf., Järvenpää and Pellinen, 2005). The most

theme, we adopted a classification slightly

recent decade shows that action-oriented ap

modified from that by Hesford, Lee, Van der

proaches remained most popular, but the rela

tive share of nomothetic and mixed methodolo

Impacts of internationalization are seen in

gies dissertations decreased slightly and con

that most of the dissertations were written in

structive research emerged as a new approach.

English and the share of international articles
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logical approaches was apparent in that it was

also indicate rapid and substantial growth in the

possible to group universities according to their
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primary methodological approaches.
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